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Jamestown: Virginia’s First 

Settlement

And I’m 
Roxanne. 

Join us for…

Hi, I’m 
Harriet.



Roxanne, today we are 
going to learn about 

Virginia’s first settlement of 
Jamestown.



England sent colonists, 
indentured servants, 

convicts, children, and 
eventually slaves to 

meet the labor 
shortages in Jamestown.



Harriet, who are 
these people? 

This is the first group of 
104 settlers, all men, 

arriving at Jamestown in 
1607. 



Is this Jamestown? It 
looks like a beautiful 

place to live.
Oh, Roxanne, settlers died of disease, 
starvation, harsh working conditions, 
and Indian raids which made it hard 

to attract new settlers from 
England. It was a very difficult place 

to live.



Tell me 
more!

First, settlers came to Jamestown to 
find gold, but found no gold. They 

needed a cash crop to send back to 
England.

John Rolfe arrived in 
Jamestown in 1610    

with tobacco seeds. He 
started experimenting 

with the seeds and 
produced the first 

commercial tobacco 
crop in 1613. He found 
the marshy soil to be  

perfect for growing the 
labor-intensive tobacco 

crop.



So, how did they 
get more people 

to come to 
Jamestown?

Indentured servitude was the first 
system that England used. From 

1618-1775, between  200,000  to 
300,000 indentured servants were 

sent to the colonies.

Indentured servants were promised freedom, citizenship, and a land grant of 50 acres for 4 to 7 years of 

servitude. Some indentured servants worked for more than 15 years without becoming landowners. Only  

40% completed their contracts.



Around 1618, England also started 
sending convicts, and it is estimated that 

more than 50,000 convicts, vagabonds 
and children were sent to Jamestown.



Harriet, what 
is this?

This is an indentured 
contract between 

servant Patrick Larkin 
and Master Thomas 

Blood. The contract is not 
favorable to Patrick.



The indentured servants had 
to worry about harsh working 

conditions with the labor-
intensive tobacco crop and 

Indian raids when they were 
working in the fields.



One of the worse Indian raids 
happened on March 22, 1622, 

by the Powhatan Indians 
because the Indians thought 

their way of life was threatened 
by the indentured servants.



Roxanne, this is Anthony Johnson 
who arrived in 

Jamestown in 1619. He was 
treated as an indentured servant. He became a 

landowner & 
was one of 

the first black 
slave owners.

What? A black man 
owned slaves in 

Jamestown? Tell me 
more.

Anthony Johnson arrived on the English ship, White Lion, in 1619. He became a 

successful headright settler and claimed 250 acres. Anthony prospered and bought 

more land, livestock, and owned slaves. One of his slaves, John Casor, sued Johnson 

to gain his freedom, but Johnson won the court case on March 8, 1655, to keep Casor 

as his slave. This case was the first legal sanction of slavery in the colonies.



Soon the advertisements in 
papers would change from 
arrivals of new indentured 

servants to finding runaway  
African slaves.

The road to slavery was 
laid through indentured 
servitude, and by 1830, 
was replaced by black 

slaves.



As demand for labor increased 
& indentured servant prices 

went up, indentured servants 
were replaced by African 

slaves.

By the middle of the  
eighteenth century, slavery 

formed the heart of the 
agricultural labor system. 



Harriet, in the next lesson, we 
will learn about the history of 

slavery.

I have a lot 
to learn 

about that 
subject.



Oh, Harriet look! 
Jamal is sharing 

“Talking History with 
Harriet & Roxanne” 

with his son.  

That is fantastic! We 
invite everyone to join us 

to learn more history.
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